
 

 

The Latest Issue 

HA&L issue nine.2 

PLAY 

 
 

Guest Editor, David Forsee Guest Poetry Editor, Annick MacAskill 

Contributors: 
Cees & Annerie van Gemerden • David Forsee • Shelley Niro • Rick Hill • Mary O’Connor • 

Nancy Bouchier & Ken Cruikshank • Anne Milne • Robert Clark Yates • Jane Mulkewich • Don 

McLean • Bart Gazzola • Francesca Valente • Nathan Heuer • Bill Viola • Rachel Black • David 

Alexander • Madhur Anand • Phoebe Wang • Madeline Bassnett • Josh Smith • Derek Webster • 

Matthew James Babcock • Salvatore Difalco • Jen Currin. WATCH FOR Special Inserts from: 

John Terpstra and Grace Evans – and Shane Neilson’s feature column THE FIELD! 



 

About 

Hamilton Arts and Letters publishes 

a biannual magazine presenting new 

literary works, graphic novel excerpts, 

exploratory writing, poetry, literary non-

fiction, and the work of visual, audio, 

and film artists. In addition, we 

encourage the development of emerging 

writers and artists by giving them 

exposure in our publication. 

HA&L is operated by a collective who 

are dedicated to producing a high-quality 

arts and letters publication, and are 

committed to supporting an innovative 

and burgeoning arts community. 

Founded by Paul Lisson, Fiona Kinsella, 

and Peter Stevens. Dear Peter left us in 

2015 (1963-2015). 

HA&L is funded in part by Government Agencies, Private Foundations, Members 

& Donors, Sponsors, and Advertisers, as well as Open Access Subscription. 

HA&L acts as recommender for the Ontario Arts Council Writers’ Reserve grant 

program. 

HA&L is a co-founder of the Short Works Prize for Hamilton area authors. 

Hamilton Arts & Letters magazine ISSN 1916-8454. 
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Mandate 

Hamilton Arts & Letters (HAL) is a magazine 

that reflects the ethos of a particular place, and 

reaches out to other places. Produced on the 

traditional lands of the Anishinaabe people and 

the Haudenosaunee people. Proudly Hamilton, 

but determinedly serving readers across Canada, 

and beyond. 

With an attractive, accessible, and relevant 

digital presence, HAL offers the best in writing, 

fine art, film, and audio artistry to a discerning 

and growing subscriber base and broader 

readership. HAL builds infrastructure for artists 

and gives Hamilton artists and writers, 

emerging to established, opportunities to 

present new works alongside their peers from across Canada and around the world. 

Social progress is the weight of laws designed to alleviate human suffering. In 

Canada, particularly Hamilton, the Labour movement has been in the forefront of 

groups seeking such legislation. Pensions, health insurance, the shorter workday, a 

living wage, – all these were fought for by workers.[1] Now Hamilton’s industrial 

employment base has shrunk by nearly one-half, while the leadership of a socially 

engaged Labour movement has been targeted and diminished. At the same time 

there are opportunities for reinvention, and it falls to the arts more and more to act 

as a mobilizing tool in the city’s rebirth. Read Earl Miller’s “Art is Labour: Carole 

Condé and Karl Beveridge” Issue 9.1. Gary Geddes also expresses this aspect of 

HAL’s mandate in his essay “Smoke Signals” Issue 6.1. 

Similarly, the arts express most eloquently the resistance of the world’s citizenry to 

the exploitation of the planet’s resources and the impact this has on the 

environment. For this aspect of HAL’s mandate read Jaime Yard’s essay “David 

Day’s THE COWICHAN 40 Years On” in Issue seven.1 and Jeffery 

Donaldson’s “Paris Talks • Environmental Returns: Northrop Frye’s Axis Mundi 

Re-oriented” in Issue 8.2. 

http://bit.ly/2aGawat
http://bit.ly/2aGawat
http://bit.ly/1LeMWx6
http://bit.ly/1ec2jeS
http://bit.ly/1ec2jeS
http://bit.ly/1UIS8xO
http://bit.ly/1UIS8xO


 

John Weaver, past editor of the Urban History Review, wrote a cornerstone piece 

signaling HAL’s advocacy for a humane urban environment in our very first issue. 

Read “Gore Park as Urban Artifact”. 

At HAL we believe that Indigenous writers and artists are creating some of the 

most exciting and important work in Canada. See, for example, “Portfolio: The 

Fifth World & Farewell Mendel” in Issue 8.1, and A Portfolio of Paintings by Kent 

Monkman in HA&L issue seven.2. 

 

  

Why We Exist 
HA&L provides a professional context for Artists and Writers across Canada, and 

produces a Free Open Access journal that is a platform for a range of creative 

voices from different disciplines. HAL is a meeting place for the exchange of 

ideas. 

• Publish engaging writing on art and culture 

• Provide a professional context for artists and writers in Hamilton, connect them 

with the larger community of artists across Canada, and profile the work of all 

contributors to an international audience 

• Publish contemporary art by established, emerging, and under recognized artists 

• Maintain a free archive with all back issues available online 

• Provide a platform for a range of creative voices from different artistic 

disciplines, different generations, and different cultural backgrounds 

• Recognize the history, creativity, and courage of sexually diverse communities 

• Create a vital meeting place for debate and the exchange of ideas 

[1] Adapted from the Canadian Museum of History’s Canadian Labour History, 

1850-1999, Nolan Reilly. 

 

 

 

 

http://bit.ly/1FbggAh
http://samizdatpress.typepad.com/hal_magazine_issue_eight1/portfolio-the-fifth-world-farewell-mendel-tribe-1.html
http://samizdatpress.typepad.com/hal_magazine_issue_eight1/portfolio-the-fifth-world-farewell-mendel-tribe-1.html
http://samizdatpress.typepad.com/halmagazine-issue-seven-2/portfolio-kent-monkman-1.html
http://samizdatpress.typepad.com/halmagazine-issue-seven-2/portfolio-kent-monkman-1.html


 

Masthead 

Photograph by Peter Stevens, HA&L 

2008.  

Paul Lisson, Editor 

Fiona Kinsella, Editor 

David Forsee, Contributing Editor 

Shane Neilson, Associate Editor 

Alison Frank, Associate Editor 

John Nyman, Associate Editor 

Leah Klein, Assistant Editor 

Music curated by Cem Zafir 

 

Guest Editor: David Forsee 

Guest Poetry Editor: Annick MacAskill 

issue nine.2 

Guest Poetry Editor: 

Shane Neilson 

issue eight.2 & nine.1 

Guest Editor: 

Professor Joseph Adamson 

issue seven.2 & eight.1 

Past Assistant Editors: 

Rachel Harvey & Alex Drumm. 

 HA&L magazine 

Founded in 2008 by 

Paul Lisson, 

Fiona Kinsella, 

Peter Stevens [1963 – 2015], 

and Vikram Bondai. 

 



 

Contact  

Complete the Circuit – join the 

movement of charged particles. 

HA&L magazine is read internationally 

and is located in Hamilton, Ontario, 

Canada. 

SUBSCRIBE: Sign Up Here! 

Contact us: 

HAL@HALmagazine.com 

Paul Lisson, Editor 

Fiona Kinsella, Editor 

David Forsee, Contributing Editor” 

Shane Neilson, Contributing Editor 

 

HA&L Masthead 

Join us. Become a Member of HA&L. 
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Become a Member 

Help HA&L to Continue Publishing! 

Annual Membership Levels 

HA&L Membership $25 (+) 

HA&L 8th Anniversary Membership $50 (+) 

Supporting Membership $100 (+) 

Patron Membership $500 (+) 

Open Access Membership $250 (+) Institutional Membership $250 (+) 

Corporate Membership $500 (+) Lifetime Membership $500 (+) 

Mail a cheque to HAL: download a HAL magazine Membership Form here ! 

(PDF). Or email us at HAL@HALmagazine.com 

OR PAY ONLINE: HA&L accepts online e-tranfers directly from your bank 

account. Transfers can be sent to: HAL@HALmagazine.com 

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS! 

Art Gallery of Hamilton  1 Free Pass to the Art Gallery of Hamilton.  

Postal Currency! Genuine HAL postage stamps 

Bryan Prince Bookseller  Receive 2 complimentary HA&L Postage Stamps. Use 

them – or trade them in for Free Admission to events hosted by Bryan Prince 

Bookseller. [BE SURE to trade your stamps in for tickets at Bryan Prince 

Bookseller in advance of the event.] 

And don’t forget: collectible lapel pins!! 

 

https://halmagazine.files.wordpress.com/2015/04/hal-membership-form.pdf

